CHAPTER IV

Elizabeth's  Difficulties
Religion;   Money;   Marriage

We must turn now to Elizabeth as ruler. No
sooner was her coronation over than she must
have set to work to consider the kingdom over
which she had come to rule, and at once we see
that she was in a position of difficulty and had a
great deal to perplex her. Once we realize what
these great difficulties were that she had in front
of her, we shall be able to understand better both
the actual events of her reign and the way she
chose to meet them. Often we are both puzzled
and irritated by things she did, but we mustf
realize that the people who surrounded her, and
who knew and loved her, felt the same. They
were often maddened by her; they could not in
the least understand what she meant to do. We
look back across four hundred years and, difficult as
it is to understand her, at least we know that she
succeeded as very few have ever done. She made
England great, and in doing so showed herself
great.

Elizabeth was a chess-player, and in one way
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